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(Insert) Administrator.

The Christmas period
brings most people a lot of
pleasure and happiness, for
others though it can be one
of the saddest times of
year.

It can be hard to remember
what we were doing on a
particular day last year but
everyone can remember last

Christmas, and many other
Christmas days before that.
So for those who have lost a
loved one this can be a hard
time, particularly if this is the
first year without a husband
or wife, father or mother.

If there is anyone you know
that is facing Christmas alone
for the first time, please make
a special effort to see them, to
pass on Christmas greetings,
to make sure that they attend

any special events that the
welfare is putting on.

For people who are used to
attending events as a couple
the first time they attend
alone can be a cause of pain
in itself, that is when friends
and neighbours are most
needed.

Help make this as happy a
Christmas as possible for
those who might find it diffi-
cult to feel Christmas Cheer.

As we approach the end of
the year, it’s traditional to
look back at the year and
think about the changes
that have taken place.

It is easy to say that it has
been a difficult year for
some welfares, but most
years are difficult now. As
the changes in local com-
munities continue to cre-
ate trading problems wel-
fares have to struggle just
to keep their heads above
water.

The need to find new ways
to attract customers along- ®
side the need to watch and
cut costs makes it a chal-
lenging time for welfare
management

At CISWO we see how
hard so many trustees and
committee members work
and how rarely the people
they are working for recog-
nise the efforts made on
their behalf.

So from all at CISWO a
very big thank you to all of
you that make the special
effort needed to keep wel-
fares going.

May you have a prosper-
ous New Year



On November 27 on Channel 5
Ricky Tomlinson of Brookside
and The Royle Family was the
presenter of a “Disappearing
World” show that looked at the
mining industry and mining com-
munities.

A passionately committed social-
ist, Ricky was his usual forceful
self, paying tribute to Britain’s
miners. Travelling to the site of

closed mines, which have now
been reduced to what he calls
“acres and acres and acres of
bugger all”, Ricky said “It’s as if
we want to forget that we once
had a coal industry,”

Ricky visited Tower Colliery in
South Wales to see one the few
remaining working pits.

Most relevant for us at CISWO
was his visit to Astley and Tylde-
sly Miners’ Welfare in Western
Region where he spoke to Joe
Gorringe, Chair of Trustees. Ob-
viously moved by the way that
communities still work together
Ricky was impressed with the
continuing services provided by
welfares.
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The launch date for the banning
of smoking in all public places
has now been confirmed, April
for Welsh welfares and July 1st
for English ones.

We are still waiting to see the
guidance on what will be allowed
for smoking shelters. There is
every possibility that some wel-
fares may need planning permis-
sion for a permanent or semi per-
manent shelter so if you haven’t
yet made any plans for smokers
now is the time to start.

In the next issue, the first of
2007, we will be doing a special
on the new Gambling Act.

If any welfares have particular
questions about the Act and how
it will affect them please send
them in and we will try and ad-
dress them in that issue.

There are many community
buildings that were built with
grants from the welfare commit-
tees over the last 80 odd years
that were passed to local coun-
cils. Increasingly they are disap-
pearing as local councils can no
longer afford to run them. If you
hear of any local buildings that
were built with committee grant
help that are likely to be demol-
ished please let us know.
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